Genetic control of flower development.
Flowering plants are the most highly evolved and complex organisms within the plant kingdom. The flower consists of several distinct organ systems that are responsible for higher plant reproduction. Cells within specific floral organs differentiate into spores and gametes required by the plant to complete its life cycle. Flower development represents an excellent model for understanding the molecular and physiological processes that control organ differentiation in higher plants. Rapidly emerging gene tagging procedures are facilitating the isolation of genes that control flower morphogenesis.